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no one can reach the position which he attained and hold 
it so many years without being in important senses great. 
He loved his country and her institutions, and his party 
attachments, which seemed to many zealous even to in- 
considerateness, grew out of his conviction that the weal 
of the nation depended on the success of the principles 
of that particular party. In this conviction he never 
wavered, either through the bitter hostility of his polit- 
ical enemies or the desertion and misrepresentation of 
those who had been his friends. Political disappointments 
did not make him " sore," at least toward hisjjiarty, but 
whenever this claimed his services he came forward and 
gave his best aid. 

Mr. Blaine's faults, for he had them, grew out of the 
same qualities of his nature which made him great. 
Fiery zeal, combativeness, and intensity of conviction 
were combined in him with keenness of vision and great 
versatility of intellectual resources. This made him a 
formidable antagonist, but it also made him love a fight, 
and whoever naturally loves a fight, if he do not vigor- 
ously repress the disposition, is very apt, consciously or 
unconsciously, to aid in bringing one on. He was both a 
statesman and a politician, and it is to be regretted that 
sometimes the politician in him got the better of the 
statesman. But he was nevertheless a real statesman, 
and after deducting all the faults which even the most 
critical can find in his career, he was an honest, upright, 
noble, patriotic citizen, the moral currents of whose 
nature were in the main strong and healthful. In re- 
ligion he was a Presbyterian, a Protestant, and remained 
so to the last, in spite of the efforts of Catholics and news- 
paper reporters to convert him to Bomanism. His frank, 
generous and sympathetic nature made him many devoted 
friends wherever he went, and even among his political 
opponents there were many who greatly loved and honored 
him. 

The most illustrious and beneficent achievements of 
Mr. Blaine's life were the Pan-American Congress and the 
Reciprocity movement. We have before said in these 
columns that the conception and execution of these two 
measures evinced the highest order of statesmanship. 
He sought, it is true, in both these measures the good of 
his own country, but this was not at the expense of other 
nations. It is universally admitted by the friends of 
peace that the Pan-American treaty was the most signal 
victory that the cause of international concord has yet 
won. Its fruitage is destined to be very large as time 
goes on. The Reciprocity movement has in it the same 
benign tendencies. As far as it goes, it makes trade 
essentially free, as it must ultimately be in all its ranges, 
but it adds the principle of intelligent, mutual oversight 
of commerce, which will do much to break down old 
animosities and create a feeling of genuine confidence 
between the nations. 



Mr. Blaine needs nothing beyond these two accomplish- 
ments to secure him the unaffected admiration of not only 
his own countrymen but of the whole civilized world as 
well. 



Judge L. Q. C. Lamar, of the United States Supreme 
Court, died at Macon, Ga., on the 23d of January. He 
was a member of Congress from Mississippi, from 1856 to 
1860 and again from 1872 to 1876. He served in the 
Confederate army from 1861 to 1863. He was in the 
United States Senate from 1876 to 1885, when he was 
made Secretary of the Interior by President Cleveland. 
In 1888 he was made an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court. He was well known and much esteemed, and is 
said to have been one of the first to set an example to the 
southern people of accepting heartily the altered conditions 
attending their return to the Union. He was the only 
Southern man in the Supreme Court. 



The death of General B. F. Butler on the 1 1th of Jan- 
uary removes one of the men who have been most prom- 
inent in American political life since the outbreak of the 
war. General, congressman, governor, lawyer, democrat, 
republican, greenbacker, — what is there that he was not? 
The fiery intensity of his personality, centering largely in 
himself, and rendering him unreasonably independent, 
made him as unsafe as he was ponderous and massive. 
He was capable of splendid deeds, as well as of those 
which made men hold their breath with fear. He will 
doubtless be best remembered in history for his deeds as 
a general during the first years of the war. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



East Westmoreland, N.H., Jan. 5, 1893. 
Benj. F. Trueblood, Secretary: 

Dear Sir — I am deeply interested and have been for 
over fifty years in the principles of Peace as against all 
war, as utterly and always opposed to the meek, gentle, 
loving, forgiving spirit of the Gospel as taught and 
exemplified by the " Prince of Peace." They are eternal 
antagonisms. Where one is the other cannot possibly 
be. What could devils do worse than men do to each 
other in deadly conflict on the battlefield? And claim, 
too, on both sides, to be Christians, disciples and followers 
of the " Prince of Peace ! " Christians, to be consistent, 
can do nothing to others that cannot be done in lone to 
them for their good. 

War inflicts on others the greatest possible injury, the 
very reverse of the loving, peaceful, self-sacrificing 
spirit, teaching and example of Jesus Christ. I am greatly 
pleased with your clear, strong and emphatic utterances 
on the great, cardinal, fundamental principles underlying 
this great, all important question of universal peace, 
against the untold and unthinkable agonies resulting 
from the indescribable horrors of war, bloodshed and 
carnage. " If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he 
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is none of his." How, in that spirit, can a man delib- 
erately and purposely plunge the deadly weapon to 
his brother's heart? Or hurl the explosive, death-dealing 
bomb into the crowd of men, women and children, leaving 
them a mangled mass, writhing in all the inexpressible 
agonies of death? And all this, too, it is claimed, is the 
legitimate work of Christians in time of war ! It is 
barbarism, not Christianity. Not much like the song of 
the angelic host at the advent of the world's Redeemer, 
" On earth Peace and good will toward men." 

The military spirit is the spirit of hate, kill your 
enemies ; the spirit of Christ is the spirit of love, love 
your enemies. The specific object of the military s chools 
is wholly anti-Christian. 

It is to teach men how, in accordance with certain 
approved rules and customs to kill each other under the 
sanction of law. Jesus asked, " Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things I say ? " 

I have from pulpit and press, for half a century and 
more, preached the Gospel of Peace ; and am in full 
sympathy with all who are laboring to hasten the time 
when " swords shall be beaten into plowshares and spears 
into pruning hooks, and the arts of war be learned no 
more." 

" Fly swifter round, ye wheels of time, 
And bring the welcome day." 

Yours for the early coming and reign of Peace, 

Jehiel Claflin. 



THE PROTESTANTS OF ITALY. 

And the Question of Peace and International 

Arbitration. 
Pozzuoli (Near Naples), 19th November, 1892. 
To the Secretary of the Christian Arbitration and Peace 
Society : 

Dear Brother — I inclose here, for the Christian 
Arbitrator and Messenger of Peace, the second 
correspondence which I had promised. 
Yours truly, 

Francesco Sciarelli. 

When months back, I published my pamphlet, 
" Guerra alia Ouerra!" (war against war) a word to 
the Protestants of Italy, I diffused it abroad amongst my 
brethren in the hope that it should be talked about, not 
on my account but because I deemed it important that 
this question of Peace and War should be known and 
discussed also amongst us. 

I succeeded in a large measure ; in fact our news- 
papers took up the subject, and my colleagues, Protes- 
tant ministers, write to me privately, some approvingly, 
some reservedly, some in censure. 

I will here give a recapitulation of what was said, 
first by our newspapers, aud afterwards by my col- 
leagues : 

La Givilta Evangelica, of Naples: "It is a golden 
pamphlet, which I like to compare to a splendid and 
elegant necklace, in which a goldsmith, famous for his 
work, gathers from his laboratory the choicest pearls 
aud the most precious stones. Mr. Sciarelli's laboratory 
is the Bible, the pea,r{s and the precious stones are the 



noble and beautiful thoughts traced therein, and studied 
with such love and so much labor. Christians, let us 
shout with loud voices, ' Guerra alia Guerra,' not only 
in the inmost secrets of our consciences, not only 
within the walls of our own houses, but unitedly, with 
one voice, in the large hall of the association, in its 
solemn meetings." 

U Italia Evangelica, of Florence: "The aim of this 
pamphlet is to prove that the Christian is a born member 
of the Peace Society, and that he should form part of it, 
being as the leaven, seeking to spread Christian ideas in 
the world-wide congresses, which now believe themselves 
able to further with efficiency, their ideal without the 
aid of Christianity, which is its only source. Certainly, 
it would be difficult to obtain such a preponderance of 
votes in an association which, to collect the votes of all 
civilized nations, must reduce to the white of its flag 
a variety of colors ; but for this very reason every 
honest means should be used to bring to maturity and 
triumph of the Gospel that which should be considered 
as the law of all humanity. In the Congress held in Rome 
it was proposed to establish the principle of Peace in the 
name of religion. This proposal was opposed by a 
Catholic, which was natural, as was very natural that his 
opposition should be shared by unbelievers, as extremes 
meet. But if then it was built on the sand, it might be 
that at another time the need would be felt to build on 
the rock. At any rate our persevering writer does well 
to promote this holy cause, as also he promotes the 
sacred one of Sunday's observance, demonstrating that 
the whole of the book of God condemns murder, and 
therefore is wrongly accused of authorizing cruelty and 
carnage. If for nothing else his writings will receive 
the approval of all those who wish to see the battle 
fought with the sword of the Spirit, and will serve also 
as an eloquent answer to those who, in the meeting of 
Rome, said it was useless speaking of Peace as long as 
our children learn that the first fact in the history of 
humanity is a fratricide, as if the Bible would recount 
without condemning, and as if history should be done 
away with because it registers the good and evil deeds of 
humanity." 

Le Temoin, of Torre Pellice : " Mr Sciarelli's demon- 
stration is satisfactory and complete. We offer him our 
warm congratulations in his having undertaken so great 
a humanitarian cause, which without doubt he will follow 
up with as much tenacity as he has that of Sunday's 
observance. If a Christian association for Peace, giving 
proof of sufficient stability, can be formed, certainly the 
Waldensians, who have suffered so much from war, will 
not refuse their consent and help." 

II laboro, of St. Remo : "With the present pam- 
phlet the eloquent pastor sustains the theme that the 
Christian is a born member of the associations which are 
in favor of peace and against war. We shall say noth- 
ing on this short pamphlet, of which at a later period, 
we shall reproduce part in these columns ; but we trust 
that this will not be the last on this important question ; 
on the contrary, that an earnest movement may begin in 
the Christian camp, according to the wish of the author." 

L'Evangelista, of Rome, remarking that " unfortunately 
our generous efforts are broken in pieces on the insur- 
mountable rock, the power of inactivity, of ignorance, 
of indifference and inward apathy, sad and fatal result 
of skepticism and superstition ; " at the same time 
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recognizes ' ' the intrinsic worth of the valuable pamphlet, 
which is read with pleasure for the choice form and 
charming beauty of thought." Still it does not think 
that war could be done away with ; that sometimes it 
is better than peace ; and says that " instead of persuad- 
ing Christians to enter associations for Peace, en masse, 
the congressists ought to be invited to enter resolutely 
into the Protestant Reform." 

From private letters of my colleagues, the Protestant 
ministers of Italy (without mentioning their names), I 
quote the following passages : 

" Your appeal to Protestants in your eloquent pamphlet 
will be heard and will persuade us all, in the way you 
indicate, that we are born, members of the Peace 
Societies." . . . . " You treat an argument that must 
please every Christian, and that is very pleasing to me, 
because I have your ideas in every way possible. May 
God grant you fruit in all your noble efforts." .... 
" You do well to proclaim Peace in the name of the Word 
of God. For my part I tender you my most sincere con- 
gratulations, with anient prayeis that your efforts may be 
crowned with great success. Blest are you to be able to 
work with such earnestness for the kingdom of God." 

. . . . " It is necessary that this holiest among the 
holy causes be not left exclusively in the hands of the 
impious; but. the Christian church, especially in Italy, 
where it has no means of exercising a real social move- 
ment, be at the head of this movement for the establish- 
ment of Peace. If Protestants of Italy will not seize the 
present moment, and will not feel it their duty to share in 
the preparation of the new order, it shows that of the 
Gospel, they, like the Catholic?, know the letter, but are 
far from possessing the spirit. I extol your initiative, 
and hope that it may be the beginning of united and uuin- 
terrupted work in the Protestant field. It is necessary 
that a real movement be begun among our churches to 
this end, directed to correct, amongst the masses of the 
people, the sentiment of patriotism, which is just and 
holy when it does not exclude love of humanity, but is 
felony, and worse than felony, when it becomes hate for 
other nations. You have mind, heart, and energy to 
assume such an apostolate. I hope many of our col- 
leagues will follow your example." . . . . " Your argu- 
ments, chosen to suggest and prove the theme, could not 
have been more appropriate in persuading Protestants, 
that is, Christians in heart." . . . . " Your pamphlet 
proves to the fullest degree that common sense, the 
noblest aspiration of man (I should almost say the innate 
nature of man), and the Bible, are one and the same 
thing under one aspect ; under another, that the Bible is 
the eternal teacher of common sense. In few pages we 
have a real arsenal of good reasons against the positively 
diabolical iniquities of war. I will profit thereby." 

. . . . " It is really the work of God in endeavoring to 
induce men to be at peace and love each other, which 
would constitute, notwithstanding all the miseries human 
life brings with it — real happiness. . . . May you be 
always as the bird that sings of love and peace, even 
though the sportsman has not always the regard that 
should be shown for the sweet songster." ... "I 
welcome with all my heart all your efforts which tend to 
promote amongst us the noble and holy cause of peace. 
It would, I think, be doing a wrong to the Italian 
Protestants not to believe their hearts won to such a 
cause. . . . Surely there is need for an immediate and 
active union in the social life on our part, if we wish in 



some degree to verify in ourselves that which we are 
called to be, the ' salt of the earth,' if we wish, I say, to 
succeed in exercising a greater influence over the minds 
drawn from the right path by so many errors and un- 
healthy passions". . . ."A more beautiful subject 
than this you could not have chosen. Cruelty is in the 
man. With such inclinations how hope for the abolition 
of war? You have well shown the Gospel to be the one 
and only remedy. We shall not see the abolition of war, 
but must work for it, nevertheless. Great edifices do not 
rise in a moment, but with time and constant labor." 
. . . ." What more noble idea could there be than that 
of the complete abolition of war ! We pray that the 
Lord will bless you abundantly in the race which will lead 
to a glorious goal, together with the constant co-operation 
of all noble minds and benefactors of humanity." . . . 
•' To mitigate the horrors of war and to lessen this cursed 
scourge, your pamphlet, my dear friend, is very precious. 
It will receive the approbation of many, not to say all. 
As men, all Protestants feel it their duty to second every 
effort that is made, so that war, as much as is possible, 
be avoided, and not only second, but also work with all 
who are the friends of peace. 

" But as Christians it is their duty to eradicate the evil, 
preaching faithfully the Gospel, which gives peace to the 
heart, to the family and to the nations, praying that 
quickly that happy day may dawn when ' Peace will be 
the result of justice, and the effect of justice will be 
rest and security forever.' " . . . . " My whole soul rejoices 
to see in you one who wishes, loves, hopes the same 
things which I love and wish for with all my heart." .... 
' ' I trust you will have many and conscientious readers of 
your writings, and that thev may bring with them the 
result desired for many ages by all men of honest and 
stout hearts." .... "I am also of your opinion that 
the Christian is a born member of the Peace Society. 
But you have the utmost reason for saying that we must 
come to something more definite." .... "I trust your 
book will be read by all sons of light ; and we all must 
do our duty, some with writings, some verbally ; all 
must work for the temporal and spiritual welfare of all 
men, that war may be abolished, and that the peace of 
God, which passeth all human understanding, may reign 
in every heart." .... "I share perfectly your humani- 
tarian idea. I respect above everything your patriotic 
thought which is noble and to the highest degree humani- 
tarian ; but with all this, and on account of the 
deplorable apathy of our fellow-countrymen, your noble 
efforts will become a tree without fruit, a cause without an 
effect. My heart grieves with yours in asserting similar 

facts, but they are, nevertheless, too true." "I 

am convinced that all the Christians of Italy and of the 
world wish for the completion of the prophecies regard- 
ing peace, and especially that of the prophet Isaiah, 
only the doubt rises : Will the Liberal party of Italy 
accept the co-operation of the Protestants? In any case, 
if the alliance be frankly accepted, you can rely on my 
free and cordial, though feeble co-operation." .... "I 
think-that instead of inviting Protestants to form part of 
these associations (which, ninety-nine times out of one 
hundred, are as the 'salt that has lost its savor'), it 
would be more useful to invite those who already belong 
to the association to enter the true family of the true 
and living God, where peace of mind and heart only 
dwells forever ; and thus all war would naturally be 
abolished — war not only of arms, but of the tongue, of 
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the pen, of the pulpit and the professor's chair." But 
it may be said : What good do we derive from 
knowing all this? What good do we derive? It is a 
recognition of the earth, where it is necessary to labor. 
Notwithstanding the reserve and the censure of a few, 
well may it be said, in the words of our Saviour, "Lift 
your eyes and behold the world how it is white unto 
harvest." 

Francesco Sciarelli. 



AMONG THE PAPERS. 



FRANCE. 



The New Year opens under sad auspices in France ; 
the winter is severe, as hard for the peasants as for the 
townspeople. In Paris, as well as in London, the poor 
without work, without bread, without fuel, throng the 
streets. Distress increases and strengthens the claims of 
all those who believe in the evil of our social system, and 
who wish to change it for another which they consider 
more clement to all and more equitable towards the poor. 

In the great disarray of factions caused by the action 
brought against the Panama Company, and against those 
politicians who are, rightly or wrongly, accused of allow- 
ing themselves to be corrupted, all the revolutionary sects 
who are longing to transform the present state of society 
by violent means have gathered fresh courage, and 
appear to be organizing themselves in view of approach- 
ing action, and one might be led to believe from certain 
indications that the era of peaceful transformation only 
just beginning might be brought to an untimely end, and 
that advanced parties, renouncing all lawful measures 
such as the Press, public speaking, and voting papers, 
are on the verge of resorting to more rapid and appar- 
ently more efficacious means, which are strangely 
hazardous, and which might in reality as easily lead to 
the ruin of the people's cause as bring about its victory. 

It is strange to note that, at the very moment when 
peaceful ideas are so rapidly gaining ground in our 
international intercourse, that there should exist the 
thought that social conflicts can be terminated only by 
violence. It would seem that the voice of the violent 
parties alone can make itself hear J, and that they alone 
hold in their hands the secrets of the future and the 
destinies of men, to fashion as they may think proper. 

This we believe to be a great mistake. The true 
means of ending those conflicts which may arise between 
nation and nation, between employers and employed, or 
between those who possess much and those who possess 
nothing, is through a cordial and mutual understanding, 
reciprocal concessions and sacrifices to the common inter- 
ests ; and this can only be effected by the arbitration of 
just and honest men, without interest in the questions 
under discussion. 

In many cases, even Parliament might be appealed to, 
the representatives of the people being well-fitted for 
arbitration between the different classes. But this is 
only possible on one condition — faith in the integrity and 
disinterestedness of the arbitrators, however these may 
be chosen ; the one important thing is to have entire 
faith in them. 



If more cordiality has been apparent in our inter- 
national dealings, if thoughts of hatred and revenge are 
gradually giving way before new thoughts of unity and 
concord, it is because in spite of the suspicious hostility, 
which, notwithstanding their mutual conventional pro- 
testations, the Governments are constantly manifesting 
towards one another, the people have begun to have more 
trust in each other. By degrees they have become better 
acquainted, and this has led to less dislike and greater 
faith and respect; consequently to more trust in the 
promises and belief in the sincerity of those who were 
formerly only looked upon as disloyal adversaries, and 
this has given rise to the belief in the undoubted 
sincerity of their explanations. 

However, electors and elected, employers and 
employed, the middle and the lower classes of the same 
country, are unknown to each other, and still less do 
they understand each other — on all sides they are fully 
prepared to accept any accusation which may be made 
against the other. The working classes only look upon 
their employers as dishonest task-masters, and employers 
in their turn are mostly inclined to treat all the working- 
men's claims with contempt and mistrust. They look 
upon these claims merely as the ill-disguised desire to 
possess themselves of other people's property. 

All look upon each other with suspicion, and this 
distrust exists in the centre of each social group. Con- 
servative employers accuse Republican employers as being 
the cause of their ruin. The employed mistrust one another 
and do not hesitate to call each other traitors. It is for 
this that recent events in our country are more especially 
to be deplored. 

All these rumors indefinitely increased by the 
polemics of the Press, and the interested intrigues of a 
few party men, have engendered a strange feeling of 
uneasiness. Doubts have arisen as to the honesty, 
loyalty and straightforwardness of all political men 
without exception. The wildest and most obviously 
false accusations are credited with the greatest facility. 
It would seem that the enemies of the Republic, who 
have tried to give the greatest importance to these sad 
events, and who have used the supposed indelicacy of 
some men as an arm against the Republican party, can 
hardly have reflected on the consequences of the campaign 
they have entered upon. Now that they have let loose 
the spirit of distrust, they are without doubt destined to 
become its victims, as well as those whom they wished to 
strike. 

Seeing so many men who only yesterday enjoyed 
public esteem now insulted as the worst of thieves, has 
brought to light the idea which has so long lain dormant 
in the minds of the people — viz., that those to whom 
they had entrusted the care of their interests were 
conniving with the employers to despoil and conquer 
them. 

Pitiless in their blind desire for revenge, tbey cannot 
distinguish the accused from the guilty ; the Gov- 
ernment desiring justice and the men who have 
traded on their mandate. What do I say? 
They cannot distinguish even the accused from the 
accusers. Ministers, deputies, senators, functionaries of 
every degree, bankers, manufacturers, and proprietors, are 
all victims of this universal mistrust. It is this crying 
injustice, this exaggerated distrust which drives the 
hungry people to acts of violence. 



